Inspiring stories about language learning

Plurilingual Fashion Show

Context:
A primary school in Dublin, Ireland. English is the language of schooling. The A further expectation of
Irish language is a curricular subject with 3.5 hours per week teaching the children is that they
allocation. would undertake a written

exercise. To do this, they
have to invent a fictitious
model describing them in

There are 25 children in this Sixth Class (age 11+). 20 of these children speak
home languages other than English. Within this group there are 12 different

language backgrounds. all the languages within
their particular
Reasons for choosing the activity: competence (>

continuous and coherent
language learning).

The teacher uses the children’s interest in putting on a fashion show as a

means of incorporating all the languages of the classroom, thereby helping to
develop her pupils’ plurilingual skills.

Observation:
Description: Agreeing to the production
of a fashion show while Example 1: English text
As part of their end of primary school celebrations, one class asks their teacher insisting  that the full written by Marceline
if they could organize a fashion show, promising to undertake all the linguistic repertoire of the group be used, tapped into children’s expressed
organization and preparation themselves. The teacher agrees with the interests (= relying on linguistic repertoires).
provision that all the languages at their disposal are used at some pointin the
event. Children acted as commentators, models and sound technicians (> Increasing interaction between all groups helps to cultivate and enhance

holistic land meaningful language learning). social cohesion between individuals and groups in the classroom.

At the same time, their plurilingual skills are being exploited for the benefit of

all.
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Example 3: Irish text written by a
Marceline

Example 4: Text in Mandarine
written by a Marceline

Example 2: French text written by

a Marceline
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